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Of The Empire. Empires at War.Tendulkar and Kohli were set for a no-contest in the 2nd ODI between India and
Sri Lanka on Sunday. Tendulkar, who retired after the final, knew he could not survive another fall. Sri Lanka
skipper Angelo Mathews and wicketkeeper Dinesh Chandimal had already brought the Test squad to the crease,
with Asela Gunaratne following shortly. Chandimal smashed a six and a four over the boundary, while the skipper
cut and pulled well. Tendulkar was caught behind by Mathews as he tried to turn away from the second
boundary. It was the perfect way to send off Tendulkar at the national stadium. Tendulkar won the toss and
opted to bowl for the second time in the series. His first innings debut in Galle ended in a rare one-run loss, but
this time he managed to avoid defeat. The crowd erupted into jubilation when the veteran reached his half-
century but when the 48th hundred came and went, India were 110 runs short. Tendulkar will be just 42 by the
time they return for the final Test at Kandy next month. Sri Lanka have won the first two one-day internationals
comfortably, despite sub-par bowling. Tendulkar (Photo by AFP) "It's his feeling, he said, when told of his
decision. It's been a quarter-century. It's very tough to move past that now." Although Tendulkar could not
continue, the former cricketing great left a lasting impression on the likes of Pujara, Ajinkya Rahane and Rohit
Sharma, who have all shown glimpses of his ability.
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